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Sites Funded to Pilot-Test the BPPOP III     
Breastfeeding Residency Curriculum  

Beginning in July of 2006, the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics Breastfeed-
ing Promotion in Physicians� Office 
Practices Program Phase III (BPPOP 
III) will launch the pilot-testing of the 
Breastfeeding Residency Curriculum, 
designed to be multidisciplinary, cul-
turally effective, and compatible with 
any residency program. After the re-
ceipt of over 70 applications, 7 inter-
vention and 7 comparison sites were 
chosen to participate in this project. 
Congratulations to the sites that have 
been chosen to participate and thank 
you to all of the hospitals and clinics 
that applied to be a part of this study. 
The incredible response to this re-
quest for applications is a very posi-
tive indication of the future of breast-
feeding education in residency pro-
grams and we are very excited to 
make the curriculum available to all 
at the conclusion of this study next 
year!  
 

The following sites will be implement-
ing the curriculum in its entirety:  
 
Duke University Medical Center 
Durham, NC    
Project Director: Aditee Narayan, MD  
 
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center  
Torrance, CA  
Project Director: Julie Noble, MD  
 
Jacobi Medical Center  
Bronx, NY 
Project Director: Lawrence Noble, MD  
 
Johns Hopkins University  
Baltimore, MD 
Project Director: Jessica Bienstock, 
MD 
 
Medical University of South     
Carolina  
Charleston, SC 
Project Director: Carol Wagner, MD 
 

MetroHealth Medical Center  
Cleveland, OH 
Project Director: Susan Kovacs     
Santos, MD 
 
Texas Tech University School of 
Medicine  
Amarillo, TX 
Project Director: Fred McCurdy, MD 
  
The following sites will serve the very 
important function of comparison 
sites: 
 
Bellevue Hospital  
New York, NY 
Project Director: Susan Vierczhalek, 
MD 
 
Cardinal Glennon Children�s Hospi-
tal, Saint Louis University  
St. Louis, MO  
Project Director: Shahida Naseer, MD 
 
Forum Health, Western Reserve 
Care Systems  
Youngstown, OH 
Project Director: Lisa Weiss, MD 
 
Medical College of Georgia  
Augusta, GA 
Project Director: Kathryn McLeod, MD 
 
Texas Tech University Health Sci-
ences Center at El Paso  
El Paso, TX 
Project Director: Ralitsa Akins, MD 
 
University of Minnesota Medical 
School  
Minneapolis, MN 
Project Director: Phillip Rauk, MD 
 
White Memorial Medical Center  
Los Angeles, California 
Project Director: Ernie Guzman, MD 
 In June of 2006, the project directors 
of each intervention site and a physi-
cian-colleague were invited to the AAP 
to participate in a training to prepare  
 

them to implement the curriculum in 
the late summer of 2006. This train-
ing was coordinated by a multidisci-
plinary group of breastfeeding ex-
perts and led by the Project Director 
for the entire study, Lori Feldman-
Winter, MD, a member of the Section 
on Breastfeeding Executive Commit-
tee. During the training the atten-
dees were provided with a wealth of 
resources, information on how to 
teach residents breastfeeding educa-
tion, role-playing exercises, and of 
course lots of time to work on plan-
ning. We look forward to kicking this 
pilot-study off this summer! Stay 
tuned to the Section newsletter 
for periodic updates and stories 
from the field regarding the pro-
gress of the breastfeeding resi-
dency curriculum.  

Breastfeeding: Best for Baby and 
Mother 



If you�re planning to attend this 
year�s National Conference and Exhi-
bition (NCE) in Atlanta, be sure to 
see the breastfeeding program sched-
ule below!     
 
* Locations are yet to be determined.  Please 
see the main NCE Program Schedule for 
locations.                                                
 

 
 

8:40 am � 9:00 am  
The New International WHO Growth 
Curves, Laurence Grummer-Strawn, 
PHD  
 

 
 

Section on Breastfeeding Program 
 
10:00 am - 11:30am 
Chapter Breastfeeding Coordinator 
(CBC) Presentations - Stories from 
the Field 
Moderated by Julie Ware MD, FAAP 
Chief CBC 
 
11:30 am - 12:00 pm 
BREAK (set up posters) 
 
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
Section Business Meeting and 
Lunch 
Section Abstract Award Presentation 
Lawrence M. Gartner MD, FAAP 
Section on Breastfeeding Chair 
 
1:00 pm - 1:20 pm  
Abstract Oral Presentations 
Moderated by Joan Meek MD, FAAP 
 
1:00 pm - 1:10 pm  
Results of Serologic Screening for      
Potential Human Milk Donors 
*Section on Breastfeeding Best Ab-
stract Award Winner 
Ronald Cohen MD, FAAP 
 
1:10 pm - 1:20 pm  
Maternal Depression/Psychological  
Distress and Success of Lactation for 
Very Low Birthweight (VLBW) Infants        
with an Intensive Support Program 
Joana Machry MD 
 
 
 

1:20 pm - 2:05 pm  
Toxins in Breast Milk: Need to 
Worry? 
Cheston Berlin, Jr MD, FAAP 
2:05 pm - 2:50 pm  
Building Social Capital to Increase 
Breastfeeding Rates 
Michal Young MD, FAAP 
 
2:50 pm - 3:00 pm  
BREAK 
 
3:00 pm - 3:45 pm  
The New International Growth     
Reference: Recommendations for  
the United States 
Laurence Grummer-Strawn PhD 
 
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm  
Breastfeeding in the Workplace:  
Is Legislation Effective?  
Kathie Marinelli MD, FAAP 
 
5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
Poster Abstract Presentation 
 
*Additional breastfeeding program 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm  
Food Safety: What Should We  
Feed Our Kids? 
Cheston Berlin, Jr  MD, FAAP 
  

 
 

10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
Developing Clinical Breastfeeding 
Counseling Skills (Beginner) 
Joan Meek MD, FAAP 
 
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm  
Developing Clinical Breastfeeding 
Counseling Skills (Advanced) 
Joe DiSanto MD, FAAP 
Joan Meek MD, FAAP 
 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm  
Breastfeeding Challenges 
Richard Schanler MD, FAAP 
 
 
 

News from the AAP Breastfeeding Initiatives 

Introducing� 

Becky Ramsey is the new Program 
Coordinator for the AAP�s Breast-
feeding Initiatives.  She is excited 
to be part of such a dedicated and 
active group of breastfeeding ad-
vocates!  Please contact her if you 
have questions or comments re-
garding  this newsletter or The 
Breastfeeding Initiatives. 

E-mail: bramsey@aap.org 

Phone:     800-433-9016 x7821 

Breastfeeding Programs at the NCE 

Sunday, October 8 

Monday, October 9 

Tuesday, October 10 

We would like to congratulate Amy 
Kotler, MD, FAAP, a member of our 
Section on Breastfeeding, on win-
ning 2nd place in the Section on 
Bioethics Young Pediatricians' Es-
say Contest. Dr Kotler wrote an 
intriguing essay titled, �Ethics of 
Distributing Commercial Gift 
Bags to New Mothers�.  If you 
would like a copy of the winning 
article, please email Dr Kotler di-
rectly at amkotler@aap.net, and 
she will provide it to you.  
Congratulations Dr Kotler!   

Essay Receives  
Recognition 
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The American Academy of Pediat-
rics presents its annual National 
Conference and Exhibition: 

 

    NCE 

    October 7-10, 2006 

    Atlanta, GA 

 

Read more about the NCE and   
register at: 

www.aap.org/nce 

 

* The Section on Breastfeeding will hold 
its Leadership Team and Strategic Plan-
ning meetings at the NCE. 

2006 NCE 



Section on Breastfeeding Highlights and Updates 
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The Votes are In! 
By Gerald Calnen MD, FAAP, FABM 

Nominations Committee Chair 

 

The votes for the election to the Ex-
ecutive Committee of AAP Section 
on Breastfeeding are counted, and I 
am pleased to announce the follow-
ing results: 

Dr. Ruth Lawrence was elected to 
succeed Dr. Lawrence Gartner as 
the Section Chairperson.   Dr. Jane 
Morton will serve a second term on 
the Executive Committee, and Dr. 
Laura Viehmann will serve her first 
term.  

The election process was somewhat 
different this year.   In addition to 
submitting customary biosketches, 
the candidates were asked to an-
swer questions pertaining to impor-
tant breastfeeding issues.  Their re-
sponses were posted on the Breast-
feeding Initiatives website, and the 
ballot itself carried their responses 

to the one question the Nominating 
Committee considered to be 
of particular importance.   In this 
manner, the members of the Section 
on Breastfeeding were able to decide 
their votes on the basis of 
the respective positions of the can-
didates as well as their back-
grounds.   The exchange of 
ideas imparted an impor-
tant educational value to the elec-
tion.  

We have a leadership team of which 
to be very proud.   Please join me in 
congratulating the winners, and in 
thanking all of those who partici-
pated in the election for their com-
mendable dedication to the Acad-
emy and to breastfeeding support 
and promotion. 

 

 

Did you know that when you con-
tribute to the AAP Friends of Chil-
dren Fund, you can earmark your 
contribution for the Section on 
Breastfeeding or the Breastfeeding 
Promotion in Physician�s Office 
Practices Program. To contribute to 
the Friends of Children Fund, visit 
http://www.aap.org/donate/fcfdon
ate.htm and remember to specify 
where your contribution goes by 
filling in the �please apply my gift 
to� field (hint: enter Section on 
Breastfeeding or the Breastfeeding 
Promotion in Physician�s Office 
Practices Phase III Program)  

Contribute to the Section 
on Breastfeeding 

The Section on Breastfeeding Lead-
ership Team (SOBr LT) has estab-
lished a lectureship grant fund to 
encourage the establishment of 
breastfeeding educational program-
ming by Section members. It had 
been brought to the LT�s attention 
that many of our Section members 
are interested in putting together 
educational programs pertaining to 
breastfeeding and lactation manage-
ment and that start-up funds are 
not always readily available. To ease 
this strain and offer an additional 
member benefit, the LT decided to 
make available up to $1,000 for up 
to three qualified lectureship pro-
grams developed by SOBr members 
to educate pediatricians on breast-
feeding. Any state educational activ-
ity targeting pediatricians may qual-
ify for funding.  Two of these grants 
were recently awarded to Larry No-
ble, MD Bronx, New York and Pam 

Shaw, MD Kansas City, Kansas. 

This initiative grows out of recogni-
tion on the part of the Academy that 
breastfeeding support begins with 
education at the local level. As lead-
ers in child health care, pediatri-
cians must be adequately equipped 
with a sound knowledge base in or-
der to effectively meet the breast-
feeding needs of the families they 
serve. The LT encourages you to 
consider starting an educational 
program that will help your fellow 
pediatricians put the principles of 
breastfeeding management into 
practice. Although the funds for lec-
tureship grants for this year have 
been exhausted, the LT plans to of-
fer this opportunity each year. SOBr 
members will be notified when the 
next cycle of applications will be 
accepted.  

Section on Breastfeeding Lectureship Grants 

The Section on Breastfeeding would 
like to thank those that have re-

cently donated! 

Lawrence Gartner MD  Cynthia Rouse 

Yvette Piovanetti MD    Julie Ware MD 

Carol Wagner MD   Fred McCurdy MD 

The mission of the Section on Breast-
feeding is to help all infants, children, 
adolescents, and young adults served 
by members of the AAP to attain opti-
mal physical, mental, and social 
health through breastfeeding.  To this 
purpose, the Section dedicates its 
efforts and resources.  

The Section will accomplish this mis-
sion by addressing the breastfeeding 
needs of infants, children, their fami-
lies and communities and by sup-
porting AAP members through 
breastfeeding advocacy, education, 
research, and service, as well as pro-
moting the systems through which 
the members deliver breastfeeding 
care.  

Children will have optimal health and 
well-being through breastfeeding; and 
breastfeeding will be valued by soci-
ety. AAP members will provide family-
centered, culturally-effective, evi-
dence-based care for breastfeeding 
infants and children, as well as for 
their families and communities.  

Mission Statement 

Vision Statement 




