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• HEALTH POLICY = COST CONTAINMENT



MAJOR TRENDS

• Sharp reduction in serious, acute
diseases



Annual incidence of invasive pneumococcal disease for <5 year olds in NCKP, April
1996 through March 2003. (Source: Black, et.al. Ped Inf Dis 23(6) June 2004 pp 485-489)



MAJOR TRENDS

• Sharp reduction in serious, acute
diseases

• Slow but steady rise in chronic
diseases
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Dichotomization of
Pediatric Need

• Approximately 85% of all children have
no serious chronic illness (aka well)

• The risk of serious acute illness among
well children has become small

• The approximately 15% of chronically ill
children account for the vast majority of
hospital bed days, mortality and 80% of
all pediatric health care expenditures



NEW CHALLENGE: PEDIATRIC
MANAGEMENT OF PRECURSOR

CONDITIONS

• Early detection of genetic predisposition
• Early identification of behavioral

antecedents of later health-related
behaviors

• New interventions that require “chronic”
disease management structures



Responses to Dichotomization

• Redefinition of Wellness (“well kids aren’t
really that well”)

• Expansions of Pediatric Purview (eg.
violence prevention, maternal depression,
dental care)

• Redefinition of Well Child Care
(pediatricians as counselors and parent
supports)



Impact on Practice

• Emergence of alternative wcc structures



NY Times May 14, 2006


