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The resident section executive committee at the 2007 Long 

Range Planning meeting in Chicago 
 

Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia 

Amy Jost, MD – District Coordinator 

Janelle Plummer, MD– Assistant District Coordinator 

  

What is the Resident Section? 
 

The resident section is by far the largest special interest 

section of the AAP with over 9,000 members.  As a 

result, we have a tremendous voice within the Academy.  

Resident and fellow members of the AAP are 
automatically members of the Resident Section. 

 

In addition to working on advocacy, the Resident 
Section provides a forum for issues dealing with 

residency and fellowship training.  Numerous grants, 

scholarships, and awards (explained in detail on the 

section website and in this newsletter) are available to 
members of the Resident Section 

 

Our Section is governed 
by an Executive 

Committee comprised of 

two resident 
representatives from each 

of the AAP’s ten 

geographic districts.   

 
Your district, District IV, 

is represented by Amy 

Jost, MD, a PGY-3 from 
UNC Chapel Hill, and 

Janelle Plummer, MD, a 

PGY-3 from Charlotte, 
NC.  The Section 

leadership is your 

voice to the AAP 

Board of Directors, as 
Executive Committee members attend various Board 

meetings throughout the year.   

 
The Resident Section is sought out by many Academy 

higher-ups who want to be resident advocates, and who 

want our opinions on many facets of what takes place in 
the AAP! 

 

 

 
 

Update from the Resident Section 

Long Range Planning Meeting 
 

On February 23-25, 2007, members of the Resident 

Section Executive Committee met in Chicago for our 

annual Long Range Planning meeting.   
 

At the meeting, each executive committee member gave 

reports of ongoing resident initiatives and advocacy 
work in their district.  We also heard reports from 

residents who serve as liaisons to each of the AAP 

special interest groups and sections.  
 

The bulk of the meeting was 

used to plan new initiatives 

for the Resident Section in 
the upcoming year.  Projects 

will include: 
 Annual Resident 

Section Advocacy 

Project – focus this 
year will be on 

mental health 

 Ongoing 

improvements to the 

recently released new 

Resident Section 

website 

 Improvements to the 
Pedialink Resident 

Center website 

 
The executive 

committee of the 

Resident Section is excited to have the chance to 
participate in the AAP’s Annual Leadership Forum 

(ALF) on March 29-April 1.  The goal of the ALF is to 

draw upon multiple areas of expertise within the 
Academy to advise and make recommendations to the 

Board of Directors. Resolutions (formal written 

statements of proposed policies)  will be debated by all 

the members present at the meeting. Several resolutions 
from the resident section will be debated at this year’s 

ALF – stay tuned!  
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Confused By All The New Immunization 

Guidelines?  

The Childhood Immunization Support Program (CISP) 

is a group within the AAP dedicated to improving the 
immunization delivery system across the nation.  This 

group provides education and resources on 

immunization and immunization-related issues to 
pediatricians across the country.  Check out the CISP 

website for answers to all of your immunization 

questions at: 

http://www.cispimmunize.org/ 
 

Residents Receive a Sponsored 

Subscription to 2007 PREP Audio 
To assist resident education training, Mead Johnson has 

sponsored subscriptions for all pediatrics residents to 
PREP Audio: Critical Conversations with Experts, a new 

education program developed by the AAP. This monthly 

audio journal is the latest addition to the Academy’s 

PREP family of products. Residents can activate their 
subscription at www.prepaudio.org using their AAP ID 

number (found on the mailing label of your monthly 

Pediatrics journal).  

 
 

AAP Student Loan Consolidation Program 
The American Academy of Pediatrics, through a 

partnership with nonprofit Student Assistance 
Foundation, is pleased to offer a student loan 

consolidation program that features the simplicity of one 

loan, one lender and one payment. AAP members, their 

spouses, pediatric residents and medical students can 
receive benefits including principal reductions, interest 

rate reductions and much more by enrolling in the AAP 

Student Loan Consolidation Program. For more 
information please visit www.aapstudentloans.org or call 

1-866-869-0671.   

 
 

 

 
Congratulations to Erin Albers, MD (District IV 

resident from Vanderbilt University) who was 

selected as a 

2006 International Travel 
Grant Recipient!  

 
òI will be spending the 5 weeks of my elective 

in the Zambezia province of Mozambique, 

one of the country's most rural but most 

densely populated regions.   I will be 

working primarily in one of three clinics, 

which have recently been made affiliates of 

Vanderbilt University's Institute for Global 

Health and have been approved for funding 

by a PEPFAR grant to provide HIV/AIDS care 

in these remote areas.  ò 

 
 

Curious to know how you can participate in the 

international travel grant program next year?   

Check out the AAP resident section website at 

www.aap.org/ypn. Deadline for 2007 travel grants 

will be in September. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.cispimmunize.org/
http://www.prepaudio.org/
http://www.aapstudentloans.org/
http://www.aap.org/ypn
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What Residents Should Know About SCHIP 

 
If you’re wondering what the heck SCHIP means 

(gesundheit!) – don’t worry, this section is for you! 

 

The State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), 

enacted in 1997, provides health insurance coverage to 6 

million children every year. Medicaid, the largest children’s 

health program in the country, provides health insurance to 28 

million low-income children in the United States. Both 

Medicaid and SCHIP have reduced the uninsured rate of low-

income children by a third. This year, 

SCHIP must be reauthorized by 

Congress to continue. At a time when 9 

million children are uninsured—more 

than the total number of kids enrolled in 

the first and second grades in U.S. 

public schools—Congress must fund 

SCHIP to cover more of America’s 

uninsured children.  

 

Reauthorizing and fully funding the 

State Children's Health Insurance 

Program (SCHIP) is the American 

Academy of Pediatrics' number one 

priority in 2007. Although SCHIP needs 

to be reauthorized no later than Sept. 30, 

2007, Congress will make its budget 

recommendations in mid-March. Action 

is needed now! 

 
This year, Cover the Uninsured Week 

will include efforts leading up to and during the week of April 

23-29 around the country to promote the importance of 

children's health coverage and to demonstrate support for the 

reauthorization of the State Children's Health Insurance 

Program (SCHIP). 

 

For more information about how residents can become 

involved in Cover the Uninsured Week, go to the following 

website:  http://covertheuninsured.org/ 

 

Residents (yes, that means you!) can also take action on 
SCHIP reauthorization by calling or submitting letters via 

email or fax to their members of Congress. Itôs really not as 

hard as it sounds!!  Simply go to the following website:  

http://aap.grassroots.com/SCHIPsignon/ 
Use the talking points and other resources for more 

information on how you can send a letter to your member of 

Congress and make a difference! 

 

 

FAAN – An Easy Way To Get Involved! 
 

What’s FAAN? 
The Federal Advocacy Action Network (FAAN) is a quick 

and easy way to get involved in an AAP federal legislative 

issue.  You don’t even have to sign up.  You will 

automatically receive FAAN email alerts if the Academy 
already has an email address for you in its member database.  

As of March 2007, FAAN email alerts are sent to 

approximately 53,000 of its 60,000 members.  The AAP 

Washington Office uses FAAN alerts 

when the issue affects a large number of 

pediatricians and/or volume counts (i.e. 

we need to overwhelm Congress with 

calls and emails to inform a vote).  AAP 

members may only get 2 or 3 FAAN 

email alerts in a given year, but they are 

urgent, action-oriented and usually deal 

with an issue that impacts a large 
number of our membership, like 

Medicaid or the State Children’s Health 

Insurance Program (SCHIP).  In 2007, 

we anticipate SCHIP reauthorization and 

health insurance for all children will be 

the focus of our FAAN alerts. 

  

What’s the key contact program? 
If you want to do more federal advocacy 

than responding to the FAAN alerts, we 

encourage residents to join the AAP Key 
Contact program. Key Contacts have an 

interest in developing a stronger 

working relationship with their 

congressional delegation, and usually work on several AAP 

legislative issues.  Key Contacts are contacted on a regular 

basis (approximately once a month when Congress is in 

session).  Key contacts receive all the latest information and 

news, advocacy tips and tools, suggestions for improving 

relationships with members of Congress and more 

sophisticated advocacy assignments, such as media work and 

congressional visits (all with help from AAP staff).   

 
To sign up to be an AAP Key Contact, log on to 

http://www.aap.org/moc (Member Login required, use your 

AAP member id, it can be found on the AAP News or 

Pediatrics mailing label) and click on ―Federal Affairs."  For 

more information on the Key Contact program, contact 

Priscilla Ring, AAP Department of Federal Affairs, 800-336-

5475, ext. 3304, or pring@aap.org.   

 

  

Advocacy Opportunities 

https://webmail.unch.unc.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://covertheuninsured.org/
https://webmail.unch.unc.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://aap.grassroots.com/SCHIPsignon/
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Resident Clinical Case Presentation 
Any interesting cases out there? The resident section has 

a successful new tradition at the National Conference & 

Exhibition (NCE) - Clinical Case 
Presentations. Residents submit 

abstracts of interesting cases they 

have come across in their training. 
The abstracts are judged by a 

committee of resident leaders, and 

the top ten authors are awarded free 

registration for the conference. The 
abstracts are presented at a poster 

session along with the winners of 

the Resident Research Grant 
Program during the NCE Resident 

Section reception. The first place 

winner is announced that night by the Editor-in-Chief of 
Pediatrics in Review, who will publish the case as an 

Index of Suspicion article. The first place winner also 

receives travel reimbursement for the NCE. 

DEADLINE: The AAP Abstract Submission site is 

now OPEN. Submit your abstract by April 13, 2007 

at http://www.call4abstracts.com/aap/ 

 

Any Residents Out There Interested In ADHD 

Research? 
CHADD (Children and Adults with ADHD) is now 

taking applications for its Young Scientist Research 

Fund Awards, a program to recognize young researchers 
making contributions to the understanding of AD/HD.  

Through the Fund, CHADD will support 3 researchers 

with an unrestricted cash award of $5,000 each; paid 

travel and hotel expenses, registration and a meal 
allowance to the 2007 19th Annual International 

Conference, where they will be recognized..  Deadline 

for applications is April 24, 2007. See 
www.chadd.org/youngscientist/ for more info. 

 

International Rotation Travel Grant 
 The AAP set aside 10 five-hundred dollar grants to be 

awarded in the year 2006 to categorical pediatric or 

combined-training pediatric residents who wish to 
complete a clinical pediatric elective in the developing 

world during residency. After the selection committee 

reviews the applications the recipients will be notified 

mid-January 2007.  Deadline: November 17, 2007! 

 

 

 

Anne E. Dyson Child Advocacy Award 
  The American Academy of Pediatrics Resident Section 

Advocacy Award, supported by the Dyson Foundation, 
celebrates the efforts of pediatricians-in-

training as they work in their 

communities to improve the health of 

children. Any resident-sponsored and/or 
resident led project that seeks to advocate 

on behalf of children is eligible for this 

award.  Winners receive a $300 check 
usable toward the project, along with 

travel and lodging expenses for two 

residents to attend the AAP National 
Conference and Exposition (NCE) and 

receive the Advocacy Award plaque 

during the Resident Section assembly 

meeting.  DEADLINE: Applications will be made 

available in early May and are due no later than July 

1 of each year.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Resident CATCH Grants 
The Community Access to Child Health (CATCH) 
Resident Funds program supports pediatric residents in 

the planning of community-based child health initiatives. 

Grants of up to $3,000 are awarded twice each year on a 

competitive basis for pediatric residents to address the 
needs of children in their communities.  Resident grants 

are available twice a year—May to July, during the 

CATCH Planning Funds grant cycle, and November to 
January, during the CATCH Implementation Funds 

grant cycle.  DEADLINE: July 31, 2007.  Please see  

http://www.aap.org/catch/residentgrants.html for more 

details. 
 

Important Dates and Deadlines for Grants and Scholarship Opportunities 
 

Winners of the 2006 Anne E. Dyson Child Advocacy Award who were 

present at the NCE (L-R): Gary Maslow, MD; Andrea 

Hunter, MD;   Shannon Wires, MD; Jenni Linebarger, MD; and Kristi 

Cowell, MD.  

Sara Horstmann, MD; and Phil Meaker, MD, were 
unavailable for the photograph. 

https://webmail.unch.unc.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.call4abstracts.com/aap/
https://webmail.unch.unc.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.chadd.org/youngscientist/
http://www.aap.org/catch/residentgrants.html
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UVA 

Pediatric residents are working with the School of 

Engineering regarding a new sign-out project with 

systems based engineering and are learning new and 

better ways to sign out their patients in the process!  

Pediatric residents are 

also working with the 

School of Medicine to 

develop a new GME 

day where residents 

who have done 

international electives 

present the medical and 

cultural experiences 

they had while abroad.   

 

Greenville Hospital System in South Carolina 

Parenting classes will be offered by Greenville 

residents to parents identified by DSS who have had 

children removed from home as part of the S.T.E.P. 

(Striving toward Excellence in Parenting) Classes 

program.  Residents also worked with the Car Seat 

Safety Assurance Program to perform car seat 

checks while on clinic rotations.  Second and third 

year residents also attended a South Carolina 

advocacy day on January 31
st
.   

 

University of North Carolina 

Several pediatric residents participated in the annual 

Angel Tree Project at Christmas.  Children from 

needy families were provided with age matched 

toys and presents to make the holiday season a bit 

brighter.  Multiple residents from this program 

participate in an international Spanish immersion 

elective in Costa Rica.  See http://www.cpi-

edu.com/flamingo.htm for more information about 

this unique learning opportunity!  Residents are also 

starting to prepare for this program’s annual 

Evening of Scholarship where pediatric residents 

share case presentations and research they have 

been working on during residency.  

 

 

 

 

 

University of Louisville 

Within the past year, residents at this program have 

started a child advocacy program sponsored by the 

president of the Kentucky Medical Association.  

They hold monthly 

meetings and each 

residency class decides 

on a particular issue to 

focus on.  The current 

third year class is 

focusing on the booster 

seat law.  Second years 

have selected child 

abuse and interns are 

working on childhood 

obesity. 

 

Vanderbilt 

Congratulations to Susan Hata and Michael 

Warren who received a CATCH grant to evaluate 

school nutrition at a local elementary school.  They 

recently received IRB approval to collect data from 

the children at the school and are currently calling 

families to obtain information.  Their project will 

examine how the school curriculum impacts 

students’ behavior and knowledge about healthy 

food. 

 

Carolinas Medical Center 
CMC residents donated coats to the Charlotte Coats 

for Kids Drive during the Christmas holidays.  

Congratulations to resident Jamie Jones who 

received second place during the NC Pediatric 

Society Annual Meeting Poster Session in August 

2006.  Good luck to residents from this program 

who are participating in mission trips to Ecuador! 

 

 

Please email ajost@unch.unc.edu with any 

updates of Resident Initiatives at your program! 
 

Updates from our District 
At the Resident Section Meeting in February, we learned about many exciting ongoing Resident initiatives 

ongoing in District IV ï here are just a few examples of what your fellow residents are doing! 
 

http://www.cpi-edu.com/flamingo.htm
http://www.cpi-edu.com/flamingo.htm
mailto:ajost@unch.unc.edu
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Calendar of Meetings 
 

AAP National Meeting (NCE) 
October 27

th
-30

th
 2007 

San Francisco,  CA 
 

District IV Meeting 

June 28-July 1, 2007 

Charleston, South Carolina 
 

Chapter Meetings 
 

Tennessee 
2007 TNAAP Annual Meeting  

Advancing the Frontiers of Pediatric Emergency Care in 

Tennessee 

October 5-6, 2007 

Memphis, TN 

 

Kentucky 

Annual Meeting 

August 18, 2007 

Rough River State Park 

 

South Carolina 

Annual Meeting 

Jul 26-July 29, 2007 

Grove Park Inn, Asheville, NC 

 

 

 

Virginia 

McLemore Birdsong Pediatric Conference 

The Homestead – Hot Springs, VA 

April 27-29, 2007 

 

Pediatrics at the Beach 

Virginia Beach, VA 
July 20-22, 2007  

 

North Carolina 

Spring Open Forum 

Four Seasons Sheraton Hotel – Greensboro, NC 

April 21, 2007 

 

North Carolina Pediatric Society Annual Meeting 

August 17-19, 2007 

Grove Park Inn – Ashville, NC 
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Your District IV Resident Leadership 
Please email any of the following people for information about ways to get 

involved in the AAP! 
 

District Leadership 
District Coordinator 

Amy Jost (PGY-3) 

University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 

ajost@unch.unc.edu 

 

Assistant District Coordinator 
Janelle Plummer (PGY-3) 

Carolinas Medical Center, Charlotte NC 

Janelle.Plummer@carolinashealthcare.org 

 

State Delegates 
Virginia: Laura Blanchard, UVA 

Kentucky: Suzanne Kingery,University of Louisville 

North Carolina: Ben Hooker, East Carolina University 

South Carolina: Julie Gooding, Greenville Hospital System 

Tennessee: Kathryn Dodd Shumate, University of Tennessee, Chattanooga 

 

Program Delegates 
 

South Carolina 

 

 
Greenville Hospital System 

Julie Gooding 

jgooding@ghs.org 

 

Palmetto Richland 

Elizabeth Haile 

eshaile@sc.rr.com 

 

Tennessee 
ETSU 

Bryan Prudhomme 

Bryanprudhomme@hotmail.com 

 

Vanderbilt University 

Jennifer Ker 

Jennifer.Ker@vanderbilt.edu 

 

Lebonheur CMC / UT Memphis 

Megan Jackson 

Mjackso1@utmem.edu 
 

TC Thompson CMC / UT 

Chattanooga 

Kathryn Dodd Shumate 

dshumate@utmem.edu 

East Carolina University 

Ben Hooker 

hooker@ecu.edu 

 

Carolina’s Medical Center 
Janelle Plummer 

jrplumm@yahoo.com 

 

Wake Forest 

Amy Yoder 

abeiss@wfubmc.edu 

 

Duke University 

Asha Payne 

Payne028@mc.duke.edu 

 

University of North Carolina 

Tammy Morris 

TMorris@unch.unc.edu 

 

 

 

Children’s Hospital of King’s 

Daughters 

Please email Amy Jost with Program 

Delegate Info 

 

University of Virginia 

Laura Blanchard 

lb3xu@virginia.edu 

 

Virginia Commonwealth University 

Claire Van Eenwyk 
cvaneenwyk@mcvh-vcu.edu 

 

Inova Fairfax Hospital for Children 

Please email Amy Jost with Program 

Delegate Info 

 

Kentucky 
University of Louisville 

Klint Schwenk 
Kmschw03@louisville.edu 

 

University of Kentucky 

Please email Amy Jost with Program 

Delegate Info 

North Carolina Virginia 

mailto:jgooding@ghs.org
mailto:Bryanprudhomme@hotmail.com
mailto:Payne028@mc.duke.edu
mailto:cvaneenwyk@mcvh-vcu.edu

